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DBB BASEBALL, INC. 

DBB Baseball is primarily a youth baseball program for boys (13-14) playing 
on a medium sized diamond to meet the physical development of growing boys. 
The main purpose of this program is to provide a recreation outlet for as many 
boys as possible, with emphasis being on local league play rather than 
tournament play. 

The incorporators of this program were the members of the Alexandria, 
Louisiana Youth Baseball Association, and it was their objective to make available 
an organized baseball program for boys graduating from other youth baseball 
groups. It permits these boys to continue in a supervised athletic program 
competing with boys of their own age and ability. 

Leagues affiliating themselves with this program must comply with a basic set 
of rules and regulations as outlined in this book, but league officials will have 
absolute autonomy on certain provisions as indicated below. 

Playing games at night, interlocking schedule, exhibition games, double or 
single elimination tournaments and matters concerning player selection system 
will be the responsibility of the individual leagues involved, however, whatever 
system is used shall be under the direction of a “Player Agent” who shall see that 
all teams have an equal opportunity in the selection of players. 

While emphasis will be on local league play there may be district tournaments, 
state tournaments, regionals, and a world series for leagues wishing to participate 
following the close of the regular season. 

All officers will serve without pay. Proceeds from the franchise fee per team 
will be used to defray expenses of promoting the program. 

The program will be governed by a Board of Directors elected from the 
representatives of the leagues, with the various states being represented by 
State Directors and Assistant State Directors. The Board of Directors will elect 
the corporate officers. 

In the summer of 1973, the Board of Directors of DBB, feeling a need to 
establish a program for its graduates, established DBB Majors Baseball for boys 
15, 16, and 17 years of age playing on a regulation sized field. In 1977 the ages 
were changed to 15, 16, 17 and 18. Today league age 19-year-olds are allowed 
to participate. 

DBB Pre-Majors is a Division of DBB Majors Baseball for boys ages 15, 16, 
and 17. 

In 2016 a 15U Division was organized to allow more 15-year-olds to be 
involved in tournament play. In 2026 DBB expanded our Boys Division to include 
Junior Boys 13–14-year-olds playing on a medium field with basepaths at 80’ and 
pitching from 54’. Our Boys Division 13–14-year-olds playing on a regulation field 
with basepaths at 90’ and pitching from 60’6”. 

DBB encourages the training and certification of volunteer coaches. DBB is 
PitchSmart Compliant. 
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

P. O. BOX 604 • DEQUINCY, LOUISIANA 70633 
TELEPHONE: (337) 396-0679 

www.dbbusa.org • E-Mail: dbboffice@gmail.com 
 

Office of the Commissioner 
 

Jason W. Parker 
P O Box 604 

DeQuincy LA 70633 

(Mail Address) 

W (337) 396-0679 
 

 
E-Mail: jparkerdbb@yahoo.com 

Commissioner/CEO 
305 W Harrison St 

DeQuincy LA 70633 

(Shipping Address) 

 National Office  

Andrea West 
P O Box 310215 

Enterprise AL 36331 

Cell (334) 651-6279 

Office (337) 317-9461 

Email: dixieoffice@gmail.com 

Office Manager 

OFFICERS /MEMBERS DIRECTORY 
 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

Rick Berry Cell (318) 680-7826   Majors Deputy Commissioner 

1373 Doctor Rogers Rd 
Winnsboro LA 71295 Email: rberry@fpsb.us   Board Chairman 

Billy Herrin Cell (256) 295-8030    Pre Majors Deputy 

232 Horton Gap Rd Commissioner 

Attalla AL 35954 Email: herrin@yahoo.com 

Rusty Armstrong Cell (704) 689-7122   Boys Deputy Commissioner 

4472 Timberwood Dr 

Gastonia NC 28056 Email: rustyncdb@gmail .com 

Joey Sibley Cell (601) 674-0736   Junior Boys Deputy 

2675 Hwy 35 South Commissioner 

Foxworth MS 39483 jsibley72@yahoo.com 

Jerry Brewer Cell (256) 350-7027   Chief Financial Officer 

P O Box 2586 

Decatur AL 35602 Email: dbbcfo43@gmail.com 
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NATIONAL UMPIRE COORDINATOR 

STATE OFFICIALS 

Shelley Davis Cell (337) 274-9272  Chief Financial Officer Elect 

264 Orange Street 

DeQuincy LA 70633 Email: srdavis1999@aol.com 

TBA Cell   National Umpire-in-Chief 

 

 Email:  

Billy Herrin Cell (256) 295-8030      National Umpire Coordinator 

232 Horton Gap Rd 

Attalla AL 35954 Email: herrin@yahoo.com 

ALABAMA 

D. Mark Mitchell Cell (334) 787-1514    Alabama State Director 

P O Box 866 Email: foxonthemark@yahoo.com 

Opelika AL 36801 Email: dmitchell2@iheartmedia.com 

Jonathan Grooms Cell (334) 221-2882  Alabama State 

707 Kingsley Dr  Umpire-in-Chief 

Prattville AL 36066 Email: Jgrooms10@yahoo.com 

ARKANSAS 

April Lane Cell (903) 293-3441    Arkansas State Director 

3312 Dogwood St 

Texarkana AR 71854 Email: aprilannlane1@gmail.com 

Kyle Willis Cell (870) 784-1716  Arkansas State 

133 Northgate Dr  Umpire-in-Chief 

DeQueen AR 71832 k_willis4@yahoo.com 

FLORIDA 

Denise Stallings Cell (407) 509-0492    Florida State Director 

4267 Ondich Rd 

Apopka FL 32771 Email: florida5dbb@gmail.com 

TBA Cell                 Umpire-in-Chief 

 

 Email:  
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GEORGIA   

Charles Blackwell Cell (706) 825-2891    Georgia State Director 

355 Westmont Dr 

Martinez GA 30907 Email: bignasty10@aol.com 

TBA Cell                 Umpire-in-Chief 

 

 Email:  

LOUISIANA 

Keith Powell Cell (337) 263-7821   Louisiana Boys State Director 

446 E Telephone Rd 

Lake Charles LA 70611 Email: wkpowell17@gmail.com 

Don Baudouin Cell (985) 320-9168  Louisiana Boys Assist. State 

39531 Deer Crossing Dr                                                             Director 

Ponchatoula LA 70454 Email: donb@pard1.com 

Laurie Parker Cell (337) 317-0893  Louisiana Majors State 

305 W Harrison St                                                                   Director 

DeQuincy LA 70633 Email: jalami3@yahoo.com 

Wanda Berry Cell (318) 680-8716  Louisiana Majors Assist. 

1373 Dr Rogers Rd State Director 

Winnsboro LA 71295 Email: wandaberry@ymail.com 

Carlese Armstrong Cell (985) 969-8180 Louisiana State 

18330 S I12 Service Rd Umpire-in-Chief 

Ponchatoula LA 70454 Email: Carlesejr@aol.com 

MISSISSIPPI 

Chris Bedenbaugh Cell (601) 307-1816    Mississippi State Director 

401 South 21st Ave 

Hattiesburg MS 39401 Email: hburgdixieboys@outlook.com 

Ken Graves Cell (601) 543-5437  Mississippi State 

3022 Mesa Dr  Umpire-in-Chief 

Hattiesburg MS 39402 Email: kengraves@gmail.com 
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NORTH CAROLINA 

Wayne Owens Cell (910) 641-2289    North Carolina State Director 

49 Pear Court 

Clarendon NC 28432 Email: waynencdbb@gmail.com 

Ricky Ward Cell (910) 640-8151  North Carolina State 

1830 Ward Town Rd Umpire-in-Chief 

S Whiteville NC 28472 rickyandnorma@atmc.net 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Shannon Loper Cell (843) 227-2222   South Carolina Boys State 

8 Fairfax St Director 

Bluffton SC 29910 Email: shannonloperdbb@gmail.com 

Rick Lacey Cell (864) 723-1646  S. Carolina Boys Assist. State 

698 W South 4th St                                                                   Director 

Seneca SC 29678 Email: rlacey@seneca.sc.us 

Gary Center Cell (803) 320-4482  South Carolina State 

260 Arrowood Ave Umpire-in-Chief 

Lancaster SC 29720 Email: gmanlan17@yahoo.com 

 
TENNESSEE 

 
David Johnson Cell (931) 996-3530    Tennessee State Director 

4235 Bellview Dr 

Nunnelly TN 37137 Email: dixiebaseball@icloud.com 

Terry Lents Cell (731) 413-8130 Tennessee State 

536 Jaynes Dr  Umpire-in-Chief 

Halls TN 38040 Email: lentst67@gmail.com 

TEXAS 
 

Tom Williams, Jr Cell (936) 675-3187    Texas Boys State Director 

1846 Broken Shoe Trace 

Temple TX 76502 Email: tomwilliams1966@yahoo.com 

Roger Lowrie Cell (936) 327-6947    Texas Boys Assist. State 

P O Box 2816 Director 

Trinity TX 75862 Email: the_lowries@hotmail.com 
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LIFE MEMBERS 

Please note the Directory is subject to change. For the latest information 
visit the DBB website at: www.dbbusa.org. 

Bobby Lane Cell (903) 926-4554    Texas Majors State Director 

210 Sunset Dr 

Marshall TX 75672 Email: Lane.tx18@gmail.com 

Kevin Tinney Cell (903) 987-2653   Texas State Umpire-in-Chief 

9274 FM 2012 N 

Overton TX 75684 Email: Krtinney@gmail.com 

VIRGINIA 

Ronnie Adams Cell (434) 610-7951    Virginia State Director 

208 Clearview Rd 

Madison Heights VA 24572   Email: mhyba@comcast.net 

Larry Collins Cell (276) 733-3090   Virginia State Umpire-in-Chief 

P O Box 243 

Hillsville VA 24343 Email: wfdeacon47@yahoo.com 

Bubba Brasher Pineville, LA       Founder (Deceased) 

Jimmy Brown Martin, GA Former Commissioner (Deceased) 

Warren Rayburn   Laurel, MS  Former National UIC (Deceased) 

Jerry Melton West Monroe, LA    Former President (Deceased) 

Ted Jones N. Charleston, SC        Former President 

Andy Dooley Bedford, VA      Former Vice President 

Charles Melton Mt. Pleasant, TX               Former Deputy Comm (Deceased) 

Cecil Campbell Bossier City, LA     Former General Counsel 

Dan Touchet Pineville, LA                             Former Deputy Commissioner 

Dick Primeaux Pineville, LA     Former Boys State Director 

Richard Kohn Columbia, SC               Former Deputy Comm (Deceased) 

Talmadge Bowen   Thorsby, AL Former Boys State Director (Deceased) 

James McKay West Monroe, LA       Former Majors St Director (Deceased) 

Mason “Gene” Ford    Snellville, GA    Former Nat’l Board Member (Deceased) 

Algie Green Lumberton, MS                   Former President (Deceased) 

Keith Brewer Ball, LA              Former Secretary/Treasurer (Deceased) 

Bill Wooten Laurel, MS         Former Nat’l Board Member (Deceased) 

Bill Moore Guntersville, AL Former Nat’l Board Memb(Deceased) 

Bernie Varnadore    N. Charleston, SC    Former Nat’l Sch’ship Chr (Deceased) 

DBB previously honored all of the above with Life Members 
status for their outstanding contributions and dedicated service to the organization. 
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1. As concerns all pre-season activities; regular season; intra-league 
tournaments; and all other league activities; DBB shall have no operational 
control responsibility over the following: 

(a) Premises—including, but not limited to, playing fields, practice fields, player 
dugouts, spectator areas, concession areas, parking lots, adjoining areas, 
and player or spectator entertainment areas whether on site or off site. 

(b) Activities—including, but not limited to, preseason and off-season 
meetings and preparation, “implementation of a child abuse/molestation risk  
management program,” player registration tryouts, practices, games, intra-league 
tournaments, fundraising activities, banquets, team or league outings and all other 
activities that are team or league approved and travel to and from the above. 

(c) Actions—including all actions (including inactions) and decisions on a league 
or team level that are initiated by league or team officials, directors, administrators, 
or volunteers, including the selection of volunteers and league security. 

2. As concerns sanctioned all-star tournaments including subdistrict, 
district, area, regional, state, and world series, DBB shall have no 
operational control or responsibility over the following: 

(a) Premises—including, but not limited to, practice areas, spectator areas, 
concession areas, player accommodations, and player or spectator entertainment 
areas whether on site or off site. 

(b) Activities—including, but not limited to, activities within housing, player, or 
spectator entertainment on site or off site, outings, and travel to and from the above. 

(c) Actions—including all actions (including inactions) or decisions initiated by the 
tournament host or by team volunteers or employees, including the selection 
of volunteers and tournament security. 

3. (a) DBB, has operational control and responsibility only to the extent of 
requiring that any violation of official rules and regulations be corrected in 
accordance with the official rules and regulations. 

(b) DBB, has joint operational control and responsibility with the tournament 
host over all game playing fields and dugout areas for all-star tournaments 
including subdistrict, district, area, regional, state and world series. 

4. DBB is primarily an “all-volunteer” organization with limited resources, it is not 
responsible for taking affirmative action to police all premises, activities, and actions 
for compliance with the official rules and regulations, except as outlined under 3. 
(b) above. However, DBB will make best efforts to enforce all such 
official rules and regulations once a violation has been brought to its attention. 

Operational and Non-Operational Control 
by DBB for the Purpose of Liability 
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Sterlington Sports Complex 

1290 Hwy 136 Sterlington, Louisiana 71280 

Monroe West Monroe Convention & Visitors Bureau 

www.monroe-westmonroe.org 

JULY 15-17, 2026 

15U WORLD SERIES 

JULY 17-22, 2026 

JUNIOR BOYS WORLD SERIES (13-14) - (54’/80’) 

BOYS WORLD SERIES (13-14) - (60’6”/90’) 

PRE MAJORS WORLD SERIES 

MAJORS WORLD SERIES 

DBB is a PitchSmart Compliant Organization! 

 

 

 

 
For more information about the PitchSmart program, 

visit www.mlb.com/pitch-smart 

DATES TO REMEMBER 



2026-2027 OFFICIAL RULE BOOK     10         

REGULATIONS 

The rules appearing in this rule book are specific rules adopted by the Board of 

Directors of Boys/Majors Baseball (DBB). For all other rules refer to the official 

playing rules of the National Federation of High Schools as found in their latest 

edition. The Commissioner of DBB is the only officer that can interpret playing 

rules. 

 

These regulations govern the conduct and operation of 
franchised DBB/DBB Majors leagues.  All rules shall apply to both 
the DBB and DBB Majors Divisions unless specifically denoted as 
applying to only one program by the addition of a “DJB” for Junior 
Boys, “DB” for Junior Boys and Boys, “15U” for 15U, or a “DM” for 15U, 
Pre Majors, and Majors following the rule number; i.e. 
  Rule 1.01  would apply to both programs  

  Rule 1.01DJB  would apply to Junior Boys only 

  Rule 1.01DB  would apply to Junior Boys and Boys only  

  Rule 1.0115U  would apply to 15U only 

  Rule 1.01DM  would apply to 15U, Pre Majors and Majors only 

THE INTENT OF SOME RULES HAS BEEN ADDED TO ASSIST OFFICIALS 
IN SETTLING PROTESTS. 

 

——THE LEAGUE AND LEAGUE ORGANIZATION—— 

 
   0.01 The league shall be the smallest unit of organization and shall be 
governed by those active in the program who make up the managing 
personnel, such as elected officers, executive committee, team managers, 
volunteers, umpires, sponsors, and player agents serving as the 
volunteer operating personnel. The community aspect of the program 
should be the goal and be maintained. 
   0.02 A league shall be composed of one (1) to ten (10) teams. 

   0.03 New leagues franchising in the territory of any existing league must have 
the approval of the District and State Director and the concurrence of the DBB 
Commissioner. The State Director shall decide territory and player distribution. 
Territory redistribution disputes are appealed to the National Board. 

    0.04 A franchise fee will be assessed on a yearly basis and will be determined 
by the National Board of Directors. The franchise deadline is May 15 of each 
year. 



2026-2027 OFFICIAL RULE BOOK     11         

   0.05 Each league or group of leagues shall adopt a set of rules and regulations 
for the league or leagues, subject to the approval of the State Director. 

    0.06 In communities having two or more leagues, it may be advisable to have 
one set of officers and adopt the same rules and regulations. This, however, is 
optional and will be determined by the various leagues. The operation of more 
than one league with the same officers must be agreed upon by the managers 
of the various leagues. 

    0.07 The franchise certificate is issued annually to each league by the 
Commissioner, subject to the following conditions. (1) The Commissioner shall 
have the authority to withdraw or refuse membership for just cause and shall 
give written notice to the presiding officers of the league as indicated by the 
current franchise application on file. (2) The league franchise does not imply 
that in future seasons a new league cannot make application for operation 
within a portion of the present boundaries of the league, but only that no other 
league shall be permitted to operate within the boundaries established for the 
current season. (3) The league franchise expires at the conclusion of the actual 
play of the season for which it has been granted and is subject to renewal upon 
application and re-examination of the following year. 

    0.08 Leagues are required to adopt and carry out policies for the prevention 
of serious infectious diseases. This policy will be included in the materials sent 
to each league and is provided to greatly reduce the possibility of any 
transmission of a blood-borne pathogen such as Hepatitis B or HIV, if the 
individual who is bleeding has such a disease. Participants removed from games 
under this policy are subject to the regular substitution rules of DBB. 

 

——BOUNDARIES—— 
 

   0.11 League boundaries shall be determined by the officers and executive 

committee of the league but are subject to annual approval by the District and 

State Director. 

   0.12 A map clearly indicating the current boundaries of the league shall be 

on file with the State Director and District Director and shall be replaced upon 

request. 

(a) Unless specifically stated otherwise, the center of the street shall be 

considered the actual dividing line when streets are used as boundaries. 

(b) Maps must indicate specific boundaries, such as streets, railroad tracks, 

etc., or school districts, postal zones, city limits, or similarly specified areas. A 

definition of boundaries such as “five-mile radius” or power lines is not accept- 

able. 

   0.13 The District Director, based upon the recommendations of the State 

Director, reserves the right to adjust boundaries in the event of overlapping of 
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territorial request or because of inequitable conditions. 

(a) Though boundaries are not specifically restricted by population or area, 

both will be considered when boundaries are submitted to the District 

Director for approval. 

   0.14 Boundaries for DBB, 15U Division, Pre-Majors, and Majors need not be 
identical. 
   0.15 Two or more leagues may operate within the same boundary, but 

all managers must have equal opportunity in the selection of players, i.e., 

an equitable system of rotating all teams through a single draft process to 

assign players to teams. This regulation specifically disallows teams in 

League A selecting players before League B, League C, etc., select any players. 

Also disallowed is any program that registers a select team or league, thereby 

leaving the remainder of players to play in their local recreation program. 

Failure to meet the “Equal Opportunity” requirement in the selection of players 

allows a league to gain unfair advantage over other leagues. Violation of this 

rule could result in forfeiture of tournament rights or loss of franchise. 

   0.16 The BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF DBB reserves the right to continue 

any player: 

(a) Whose residence changes after becoming a member of the league. 

(b) Who lives outside of the league’s boundaries because of a revision of such 

boundaries even if the boy then resides in the territory of another league. 

 

——TEAMS—— 
 

   0.21 Each team may consist of a maximum of 16 uniformed players in DBB 
and a maximum of 18 uniformed players in Majors with a maximum of 4 
coaches. All players shall be registered with the league president no later than 
5 days prior to the first regularly schedule game of the league season. 
   0.22DB (For future use) 
   0.22DM Local leagues shall have the option to form their local leagues regular 
season roster as they see fit; composed of any eligible league age player. All teams 
must have an equal opportunity in the selection of players with an exception 
granted for those players that are part of a single High School team. 
   0.23 Complete playing rosters (including dates of birth) shall be mailed prior 

to league’s first scheduled game, to the District Director and State Director 

and a copy retained by the local league president. 

——LEGAL PLAYERS—— 
 

   0.31DB Any player whose thirteenth birthday falls before May 1 of the  

current year and any boy whose fifteenth birthday falls on or after May 1 of 

the current year is eligible to compete and complete the current DBB 
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season. A local league has the option of allowing a 12-year-old (league age) to 

participate in DBB. 

   0.31DM Any boy whose fifteenth birthday falls before May 1 of the current 

year and any boys whose nineteenth birthday falls on or after August 1 of 

the previous calendar year is eligible to compete in and complete the current 

Majors Baseball season. Also, any boy who plays baseball for his school 

and whose fourteenth birthday falls before May 1st of the current year is 

eligible to compete in and complete the current Majors Baseball season. Any 

eligible boy whose fourteenth birthday falls before May 1st of the current year 

and any boy whose eighteenth birthday falls on or after May 1st of the current 

year shall be eligible to compete in and complete the current Pre-Majors 

baseball season. As such, any player seventeen and under is eligible to compete in 

and complete the current Pre-Majors season, including tournament play. No 

player under league age 14 may participate in Pre-Majors/Majors leagues. 

   0.32 Birth Certificates are defined as being official registrations of birth 

issued by the state. Also approved are photocopies of the official 

registration, baptismal certificates, hospital certificates, military identification 

cards, and valid driver’s licenses. Date of birth of all players shall be submitted 

to the local league official prior to the league’s first regularly scheduled game. 

Each state shall adopt a standard birth certificate record which will be used 

for all ages. Responsibility for verification will be at the District and State 

Director levels. 

   0.33 Only players of proper age whose residence, as determined by the 

residence of their parents or legal guardians, is within the approved league 

boundaries shall be considered “LEGAL” players for league and tournament 

competition except when exempt by other rules. Immediately upon the 

discovery by a league that it has a player registered who is the property of 

another league as shown in Rule 0.35, the improperly registered player shall be 

directed to the proper league for any further participation in DBB or Majors 

baseball. 

   0.33DM To be eligible for DBB Majors Baseball, a college-age participant 

must return to the last bona fide residence of his parents or legal guardians. 

If a program is not offered, a player can participate under the regulations 

as found in Rule 0.37. 

   0.34 Players must reside within the boundaries of the league. “Reside” means 

bona fide continuous habitation and not merely establishment of a legal address 

of voting residence except in those cases specified in 0.37. 

   0.34DB A school-based DBB team can be formed as long as it is a separate, 

one-team franchise. 

   0.34DM A DBB Pre Majors and Majors franchise can be granted and a 
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school-based team formed as long as all players on a submitted league roster 

attended a specific school system during a current year. Eligibility status of player 

and coach shall be in accordance with prevailing rules of the State High 

School Athletic Association of the state in which the player lives. The 

franchise must have the approval of the State Director. 

   0.35 No player who resides in a franchised league’s territory shall be 

allowed to participate in another league’s program. Any player in violation of 

this rule will be ineligible for all tournament play. Any league in violation of 

this rule can be declared ineligible for tournament play and local league play 

by the Commissioner. 

   0.36 Any player, after becoming a legal player in a league, as defined in Rule   

0.33, remains the property of that league as long as he remains eligible by age. 

   0.37 A player having no place to play in the area he and his parents or legal 

guardians reside is eligible to participate in DBB in the nearest franchised 

area. He may not “cross-over” any franchised area. An exception letter is to 

be filed with the State Director prior to the start of the regular season by 

league officials for any player participating in a franchised program in which 

he does not live explaining why he is playing in that franchise. 

 

——SELECTION OF PLAYERS—— 
 

   0.41 Each league shall determine its own system of selection. The system used 

shall be under the direction of a “player agent” who shall see that all teams 

have an equal opportunity in the selection of players. Much care should be taken 

in the selection. DBB will furnish suggested player selection systems upon 

request. 

   0.42 A boy who does not register in time to participate in the selection 

system will be ineligible to participate unless he is sick or injured (confirmed by 

a notarized doctor’s affidavit) or was a new permanent resident of the 

community. Boys who become new residents following the selection of players 

may be assigned to a team provided the player agent gives his approval and 

the league president gives his written consent. Any boy who applies after 

registration has closed may be accepted if approved by the player agent and the 

league president gives his consent and if a vacancy exists on a team roster. 

Managers may not drop players in order to sign a new player. A violation of 

this rule will make the player ineligible for tournament play and local league 

play. 

   0.43 Boys(13–14), Majors(15–19) players may participate in other 

amateur baseball programs, subject to local league approval. It is important 

that dual participation will not in any way interfere with a player’s 
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responsibility to DBB and Majors Baseball. The intent of dual participation 

is to provide opportunities for individual players to participate in other 

organized programs. The intent is not to pre-select all-star teams or 

opportunities for only a select group to participate on a travel team. No 

player, under any circumstances, shall be permitted to play on another 

amateur team during DBB/Majors tournament play. A player is allowed to 

play with another amateur team between DBB/Majors tournaments, should 

their all-star team advance. Clarification by Commissioner: A team is 

considered as being actively involved in DBB/Majors tournament play at the time 

of the first pitch of the tournament of which the team is entered (i.e., district, 

regional, zone, state, World Series). Prior to any player or team participating in any 

play outside of DBB it is advisable to first consult with the appropriate DBB/Majors 

State Director. Failure to adhere to the rule could result in a player or a team 

being declared ineligible for further tournament participation. 

   0.44 A franchised Majors League (15 through 19), at the conclusion of its 

local league, may choose to select a Pre-Majors (15, 16 and 17) tournament 

team and/or Majors tournament team for tournament play. Leagues may 

franchise a Pre-Majors (15, 16 and 17) league or Majors (15 through 19) 

league, if they choose to do so. 

   0.45 A franchised 15U team/league at the conclusion of their regular season, 

may select a tournament team. Participants in the 15U Division are allowed to 

dual participate. 

 

——THE SCHEDULE—— 
 

   0.51 It is recommended that all teams play a minimum schedule of fourteen 
(14) games per team, per season, preferably at the rate of two (2) games 

per week, per team. 

   0.52 Exhibition games are permitted but all pitching rules must be followed 

and permission granted by the league president or his delegated authority. 

   0.53 Under no condition can league officers set up a schedule of games which 

would require a team to play more than two (2) games in one day. 
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——TEAM SPONSORS—— 
 

   0.61 DBB and Majors Baseball teams should be sponsored by those 

organizations, firms, or companies whose activities or products are not 

detrimental to the welfare of our youth. Specifically, no firm or company 

whose advertising reflects the sale of alcoholic beverages or tobacco products 

shall be permitted to sponsor, either locally or nationally, in DBB and Majors 

Baseball; or be permitted to display any form of such advertising in connection 

with the program. 

 

——MISCELLANEOUS—— 
 

   0.71 No player, coach, manager, umpire, or DBB official is allowed to smoke, 

dip, or use any tobacco product while practicing, playing, or participating in the 

DBB/Majors program. 

——PENALTIES—— 
 

   0.81 (a) Violation of rules or general failure of the league to comply with the 

concept of league organization and boundaries as defined in these Rules and 

Regulations may result in refusal to accept the league membership application, 

or the revoking of the membership status of the league if the violation occurs 

after membership for the current season has been granted. 

(b) Penalty for use of illegal players shall be forfeiture of games in which illegal 

players participated, provided such games are protested by any of the league 

managers in writing to the league president within 48 hours of the game in 

question. The league president shall give his answer within seven (7) days from 

the date he received the protest. 

     (1) An illegal player is one who is not legally a member of the league because 

the player does not meet the requirements as to age and/or residency. 

(c) Penalty for the use of an ineligible player shall be immediate removal 

from the lineup upon discovery, provided the official scorebook or other 

league records verify the ineligibility of the player concerned. Such a player also 

becomes ineligible to play in the team’s next game (ineligible pitcher cannot 

pitch in the next game he is eligible to pitch in, and the manager will be ineligible 

to participate in the team’s next game). 

       (1) An ineligible player is one who is legally a member of the league, but 

who is ineligible to play or to pitch in a particular game or games because of 

the limitations set forth in these Rules and Regulations, or as the result of a 

previous rules violation or disciplinary action. 
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       (2) For purposes of interpreting this rule, a player shall not be considered 

in violation of the rules until at least one pitch has been thrown after the 

point of violation. 

       (3) In the event the manager of an ineligible player refuses to remove 

player from the lineup (pitcher from the mound) when the appeal is made, 

and verified, the game is subject to forfeit. 

(d) Illegal equipment shall be removed from the game. 
       (1) Players are not permitted to use illegal headgear even if no other 

headgear is available. When proper headgear is not available, the game 

shall be delayed until the equipment can be obtained, or postponed and 

rescheduled by the league officers. 

       (2) Penalty for use of illegal shoes shall be removal of the shoes from 

the game, and, if no other legal footwear is available, removal of the affected 

player or players from the lineup. 

       (3) Players who do not wear complete conventional uniforms, 

protective headgear and catching equipment as required by these rules, shall 

be removed from the lineup. 

       (4) Players who intentionally in the judgment of the umpire discard their 

protective headgear while batting or running the bases, shall be removed from 

the lineup after completion of the play in progress at the time the violation 

occurs. Such action does not constitute an out, and such players are to be 

replaced as a batter or baserunner, if appropriate. 

(e) Pitchers in violation of any of the pitching rules shall be considered 

ineligible players, subject to the penalties stated for use of an ineligible player in 

this rule. 

——PROTESTS—— 
 

   0.91(a) A protest based on a play which involves an umpire’s judgment is not 

permitted. 

(b) When protests are based on an interpretation of the rules, the objecting 

manager must, at the time the play occurs, notify the head umpire that the 

game is being played under protest, and submit the protest in writing to the 

league president or secretary, or to the Decisions Committee, within 48 hours 

of the completion of the game. 

     (1) When protests based on the interpretation of a rule are upheld by 

the Decisions Committee, the game concerned shall be replayed from the 

point of protest. 

     (2) Umpires should make a public announcement to the crowd when a game 

is being played under protest. Umpire shall notify the official scorekeeper 



2026-2027 OFFICIAL RULE BOOK     18         

DBB 

OFFICIAL PLAYING RULES 

and opposing manager of protest. 

(c) Any team manager, coach, or other adult leader who withdraws a team 

from the playing field under any circumstances prior to the official completion 

of the game shall forfeit all rights to protests as described in this section. 

 

——OBJECTIVES OF THE GAME—— 

 

   1.01 DBB is a game between two teams of nine players each, (ages thirteen 

through nineteen), under direction of a manager, played on a regulation DBB 

playing field in accordance with these rules, under jurisdiction of one or more 

umpires. 

   1.02 The objective of each team is to win by scoring more runs than the 

opponent. 

   1.03 The winner of the game shall be that team which shall have scored, 

in accordance with rules, the greater number of runs at the conclusion of a 

regulation game. 

   NOTE: The official playing rules, with the exception and variations contained 

in this book, shall be the Rules of the current year’s National Federation of High 

School Baseball. 

——THE PLAYING FIELD—— 
 

   1.04 Only regulation DBB and Majors playing fields as described in the 

“Official Playing Rules” for DBB and Majors Baseball will be considered as 

sites for tournament competition. The only exception to this rule is in 

tournament competition where leagues, by mutual agreement, decide 

upon a playing field in order to reduce travel problems. In any such case 

approval must be given by the Tournament Director or his representative. 

   1.04DJB The playing field shall be laid out according to the 

instructions below, supplemented by diagrams and legends available 

from the Commissioner’s Office. 

   LOCAL LEAGUE OPTION: THE PLAYING FIELD. The field shall be 
laid out according to the official playing rules of National 
Federation of High Schools. 

(a) Baselines shall be eighty feet (80'). 

(b) The distance from the front side of the pitching slab to the point of home 
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plate shall be fifty-four feet (54'). 

(c) The batter’s box shall be rectangular, four by six feet (4’x6'), centered 

to the home plate, the inside line being six inches from the side of home 

plate. Coaches’ boxes shall be ten feet by twenty feet (10' x 20') and located 

ten feet from the foul lines. 

(d) Home plate, the pitchers’ rubber, and the bases shall be the official 

size used in regulation baseball. The use of safety bases with safety features 

such as those with tapered sides and those that release upon sufficient impact 

of the double bag at first base are allowed. 

(e) The pitchers’ mound shall be raised gradually to an elevation of 

six inches (6") above the level of home plate and the base paths. Portable 

pitching mounds meeting the correct size requirements are also approved. 

(f) The recommended distance for a fence shall be 300 feet from home 

plate. A minimum home run distance of 275 feet is recommended to a 

four-foot barrier when possible. However, when field conditions make this 

impossible, shorter distances to the fence may be permitted. If it is necessary 

to set the home run barrier closer than 300 feet from home plate it is 

recommended that the barrier be made as high as necessary to compensate 

for the lost distance. The State Director can grant exceptions. 

(g) There shall be a restraining line located along the first base line beginning 

forty feet (40') from home plate and extending three feet beyond the first and 

second base line. 

(h) The official distance from home plate to the backstop shall be forty feet 

(40'), with a maximum distance of sixty feet (60') and a minimum distance of 

twenty feet (20') permitted for tournament site fields. 

(i) All lines on the playing field shall be marked with a material which is not 

injurious to the eyes or skin. Lime or caustic material of any kind is prohibited. 

   1.04DB, DM and 15U THE PLAYING FIELD. The field shall be laid out 

according to the official playing rules of National Federation of High Schools. 

 

——EQUIPMENT—— 
 

   1.09 The ball must meet the full manufacturing specifications of 

DBB. The ball shall weigh not less than five ounces (5 oz.) nor 

more than five and one-fourth ounces (5-1/4 oz.) avoirdupois. It 

shall measure not less than nine inches (9") nor more than nine 

and one-fourth inches (9-1/4") in circumference. Leather covered 

balls will be approved for all levels of play. Balls with other covers 

will be restricted to LOCAL LEAGUE PLAY ONLY and be so marked. 

Balls meeting DBB manufacturing specifications must bear the 
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signature of the Commissioner. 

  1.10 Bats must be manufactured meeting specifications as determined by 

DBB. (a) No laminated bats or experimental bats shall be used in a 

DBB/Majors game (either championship season or exhibition games) until 

the manufacturer has secured approval from the Commissioner. 

   (b) Cupped Bats. An indentation in the end of the bat up to one inch in 

depth is permitted and may be no wider than two inches and no less than one 

inch in diameter. The indentation must be curved with no foreign substance added. 

   (c) The bat handle, for not more than 18 inches from its end, may be 

covered or treated with any material or substance to improve the grip. Any 

such material or substance, which extends past the 18-inch limitation, shall 

cause the bat to be removed from the game. 

   (d) Wooden, metal, or graphite bats with a 2-5/8-inch barrel diameter are 

required for play. Bats must meet approved bat performances standards. 

DB/15U - Bats used in DB/15U regular season and/or tournament play 

must be 2-5/8’’ and shall be certified USABat with the designation legible on 

the bat. A list of approved bats can be obtained at https://usabat.com. 

  Note: Additional bats approved for play are BBCOR .50 and a wood bat that 

meets the standards found in 1.10(d). 

DM BBCOR .50 and a wood bat that meets the standard found in 1.10(d) are 

the only approved bats for Pre-Majors and Majors play. 

   (e) Any player found to have used a bat that has been altered (shaved, 

rolled, etc.) will be immediately disqualified from further play and is subject 

to permanent dismissal from the program. 

   (f) Any player found to have used a non-compliant bat will be declared out 

once he assumes a position in the batter’s box. The coach is also subject to 

ejection for the infraction. 

   1.11(a) It is mandatory that all players be attired in matching uniforms 

composed of shirts with numbers, pants, caps, socks, and baseball shoes. Managers 

and coaches must wear apparel in accordance with the rules as outlined for a 

particular division in league and tournament play. Cargo shorts are NOT 

allowed. All participants are required to wear the “DBB/Majors shoulder 

emblem” on their left uniform sleeve. Note: Embroidered or Digitized (Usage 

Rights) emblem patches are permissible and must be purchased from the DBB 

online store at www.dbbusa.org. Proof of Emblem Patch Orders from the 

DBB Online Store will be verified for Tournament Play. 

   (b) Shoes with metal cleats are approved for all divisions. 

   1.12 The catcher may wear a catcher’s mitt of any shape, size, or weight 

consistent with protecting the hand.
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   1.16DB It is mandatory that batters and base runners wear helmets that 

carry the NOCSAE Stamp of Approval. Use of a facial protection device is 

optional for both local league and tournament play. If a facial protection device 

is used, it must provide full-face coverage which will include, but not be limited 

to, protection for the eyes, nose, mouth, teeth, jaws, cheekbones, forehead, 

and temple area. The unit should be able to stand up to an impact of up to 

100 mph. 

   1.16DM It is mandatory that batters and base runners wear helmets that 

carry the NOCSAE Stamp of Approval. 

   1.17 All other equipment that is used in the DBB program such as gloves, 

hats, uniforms, shoes, and umpire equipment shall be the choice of the local 

league. 

   1.90 It is mandatory that the catcher wears a protective cup and a 

protective catcher’s helmet with a throat protector providing the utmost in 

protection. (Throat protector may be the one manufactured on the mask 

or the hard plastic protector securely fastened to the mask. Any catcher’s 

helmet or helmet and mask combination shall have full ear protection (dual 

ear flaps). ANYONE warming up a pitcher on the mound, bullpen, or 

elsewhere, SHALL wear a catcher’s mask with a throat protector due to the 

risk of substantial facial injury from deflected balls. It is strongly 

recommended that only players warm up pitchers during practice or game 

activities. Penalty for failure to wear the required catcher’s helmet while 

warming up a pitcher will be immediate ejection from the game. No 

warning will be issued. The rule in the rulebook will imply the warning. 

   1.91 A player shall not be allowed to play with any type of cast on any part 

of his body. 

  NOTE: For manufacturing specifications on certain equipment, contact 

the Commissioner. Space limitations prevent complete details of equipment 

specifications for manufacturing certain pieces of equipment being printed 

in this rule book. 

——DEFINITIONS—— 
 

   An ELIGIBLE PLAYER is any boy whose name appears on the team’s official 

playing roster; whose date of birth has been verified by the league president or 

his designee as complying with the rules of this book and whose selection and 

residency also complies with the rules in this book. 

   A FORFEITED GAME is a game declared ended by the Umpire-in-Chief in 

favor of the offended team by the score of 7 to 0, for violation of the rules. 
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   A LEAGUE is a group of teams, franchised within a common boundary, who 

play each other in a pre-arranged schedule under local league rules. 

   A LEGAL SUBSTITUTE is any eligible player on the official playing roster 

who has not yet officially appeared in the game or a starter who has been 

withdrawn from the game only one (1) time. 

   THE MANAGER is the one who supervises a team and whose name 

appears on the Team Player Registration Form. 

   (a) The manager shall always be responsible for the team’s conduct, 

observance of the official rules and deference to the umpires. 

   (b) If a manager leaves the field, that manager shall designate the coach as a 

substitute and such substitute manager shall have the duties, rights, and 

responsibilities of the manager. 

  REGULATION GAME. See Rule 4.10 

 

——GAME PRELIMINARIES—— 
 

   3.01 Before the game begins the umpires shall: 

   (a) Receive from the league a supply of baseballs which meet DBB 

specifications and standards; The umpire shall be the sole judge of the fitness of 

the balls to be used in the game. 

   (b) Be assured by the league that additional balls are immediately available for 

use if required. 

   3.03 (a) Any player that is not in the starting line-up can be used as a 

courtesy runner for the pitcher or catcher if the player is not participating as a 

substitute in the game. NOTE: Rule applies for all levels of play Boys and 

Majors. Clarification: 

  * The same individual may not be used for both positions (pitcher and 

catcher) during the game. 

  * The use of a courtesy runner does not constitute player participation/ 

substitution; therefore, the substitution rule remains intact in its entirety. 

  * Any substitute that is replaced by a starter (substitution rule) can either 

assume or resume the opportunity to serve as a courtesy runner. 

  * Should an injury, illness or ejection occur to the courtesy runner, another 

eligible courtesy runner for the pitcher or catcher may run. 

   (b) Substitutions shall be allowed as defined herein: Any of the nine 

starting players may be withdrawn from the game by being replaced by legal 

substitutes and then re-enter the game one time only. However, he must 

be inserted in the same place in the batting order that he occupied at 

the start of the game. Once a substitute has been removed from the 
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game, he cannot return to the game. In the event a manager has used all of 

his eligible players, and a player is injured, becomes ill and cannot continue or 

is ejected or removed from the game by an umpire, the opposing manager 

shall select a player from the bench to replace the injured, ill, or ejected 

player. The intent of the substitution rule is to enable a manager to play all of 

his players. It shall be the responsibility of all DBB Officials (coaches, umpires, 

official scorers, etc.) to enforce the provisions of this rule and to prevent 

illegal substitutions from occurring. In the event that an illegal substitution is 

made, the offending player shall be replaced with a legal substitute upon the 

discovery of the infraction by the umpire, DBB official, official scorer or 

opposing manager. All plays occurring prior to the discovery of the illegal 

substitution shall be official. An illegal substitution is not to be confused with 

an ineligible player, an ineligible pitcher or batting out of turn. 

   (c) A relief pitcher who claims injury or illness prior to pitching to his first 

batter or recording an out, and is removed from the mound, shall not be 

allowed to return to the game later via substitution. 

   3.04 LOCAL LEAGUE ONLY: PARTICIPATION/SUBSTITUTION 

CLAUSE: Every boy present shall play six (6) outs and complete a turn at 

bat. Penalty for violation shall be determined by local leagues. Once a bat- 

ting order is established either the starter, or his substitute/s will occupy the 

established position in the batting order. *Under this rule both the starter 

and the substitute/s may re-enter the game. 

   3.10 (a) The local league officials shall determine the fitness of the playing 

field before the game starts. EXCEPTION: During tournament play, the 

Tournament Director shall determine the fitness of the playing field. 

   3.13 The local league will establish ground rules to be followed by all teams in 

the league for each playing field. The Tournament Director will establish 

ground rules to be followed by all teams in tournament play. 

   4.10 (a) A regulation game consists of seven innings, unless extended because of 

a tie score, or shortened  

    (1) because the home team needs none of its half of the seventh or only a 

fraction of it, or  

   (2) because the umpire calls the game. 

It is recommended that all local league games shall be seven (7) innings 

duration. However, it is recognized that, due to field availability or other 

scheduling conflicts, local leagues may need to place a time limit on games 

played. Time limits on games in local league play shall be permitted. Time 

limit supersedes the rule of 4-1/2 or 5 innings played. 

   LOCAL LEAGUES OPTION: Games shortened by reason of curfew, rain, 

or others acts of God shall be regulation games provided both teams have 
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batted five times or if the home team has scored more runs in four and 

one half (4-1/2) innings than the visiting team has scored in five (5) 

completed innings. 

   (b) In case the score is tied at the end of seven innings, the game shall go 

into extra innings. Beginning with the eighth inning, each extra inning begins 

with a runner on second base. The runner starting each tied inning will be the 

last batter from the previous inning. 

   (c) If a game is called, it is a regulation game: If five (5) innings have been 

completed. If the home team has scored more runs in four and a half innings 

(4-1/2) than the visiting team has scored in five (5) completed innings. 

   (d)(1) TWELVE RUN RULE: If a team is leading its’ opponent by at least 

twelve (12) runs after three (3) innings have been played, or two and one half 

(2-1/2) innings if the home team is ahead by at least twelve (12) runs the 

game shall be  terminated and the team with the most runs is declared the 

winner. 

   (d)(2) TEN RUN RULE: If a team is leading its’ opponent by at least 

ten (10) runs after four (4) innings have been played, or three and one 

half (3-1/2) innings if the home team is ahead by at least ten (10) runs 

the game shall be  terminated and the team with the most runs is 

declared the winner. 

   (d)(3) EIGHT RUN RULE: If a team is leading its’ opponent by at least eight 

(8) runs after five (5) innings have been played, or four and one-half (4-1/2) 

innings if the home team is ahead by at least eight (8) runs the game shall be 

terminated and the team with the most runs is declared the winner.. 

   (e) In the event a game is suspended before it becomes a regulation game 

due to rain, darkness, protest, tie, or any other cause, it must be resumed from 

the point of termination (or protest) when the game is rescheduled by 

league officials. A game cannot be called by an umpire until a waiting period of 

at least thirty (30) minutes has elapsed, unless it is agreed by both managers that 

the game cannot be completed. 

   4.15 Playing illegal players if protested by any of the managers participating in 

the league may result in a forfeit. 

  4.16 RESERVED. 

   4.17 A team failing to field at least nine (9) eligible uniformed players within 

fifteen (15) minutes after the scheduled game time shall forfeit the game. A 

team shall be allowed to complete a game in the case where sickness, injury 

or ejection of a player or players after the start of a game in local league play 

causes a team to have fewer than nine (9) eligible, uniformed players with which 

to continue. In the case where a team is permitted to continue play with fewer 

than (9) players, an out shall be registered each time any vacant position in the 
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batting order comes up during the course of the game. 

   4.18 Forfeited games shall be so recorded in the scorebook and the book 

signed by the Umpire-in-Chief. A written report stating the reason for the 

forfeiture shall be sent to the league president within 24 hours, but failure of 

the umpire to file this report shall not affect the forfeiture. 

  4.19 DBB RULES FOR PROTEST. 

   (a) A protest based on a play which involves an umpire’s judgment is not 

permitted. 

   (b) When protests are based on an interpretation of the rule, the objecting 

manager must, at the time the play occurs, notify the head umpire that the 

game is being played under protest, and submit the protest in writing to the 

league president or secretary, or to the DECISIONS COMMITTEE, within 48 

hours of the completion of the game. 

     (1) When protests based on the interpretation of a rule are upheld by 

the DECISIONS COMMITTEE, the game concerned shall be replayed from 

the point of protest. 

     (2) Umpire should make a public announcement to the crowd when a game 

is being played under protest. Umpire shall notify the official scorekeeper and 

opposing manager of protest. 

   (c) Any team manager or other adult leader who withdraws a team from 

the playing field under any circumstances prior to the official completion of the 

game shall forfeit all rights to protest as described in this section. 

   (d) The protesting manager on a play situation shall notify the umpire he 

is protesting before another pitch is made. The umpire shall announce that 

the game is being played under protest, but failure of the umpire to make this 

announcement shall not affect the validity of the protest. The protest shall be 

considered only if it is placed in writing by team manager or acting team man- 

ager and submitted to the local league president within forty-eight (48) hours 

from the completion of the game. 

   4.20 A protest shall be considered in local league play only if it complies 

with the above rules and submitted in writing to the league President within 

48 hours after the completion of the game in question with the exception of 

protests involving the playing of ineligible players (see Rule 4.15) and ineligible 

pitcher (see Rule 8.96). The League President shall give his answer within seven 

(7) days from the date he received the protests. 

  NOTE: The local league shall first seek to settle all protests. Appeals carried 

beyond the local league shall first be brought to the attention of the STATE 

DIRECTOR, who shall be the ultimate arbiter in all appeals in local league. 

  NOTE: Appeals must be made in writing within twenty-four (24) hours of 

the decision with full statements by both managers and the Umpire-in-Chief or 
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the umpire involved and from the protest authority of the league. A decision in 

writing from each appeal authority (league, district, state) shall be made as 

part of the appeal. 

   6.10 (League and Tournament Play). A hitter may be (not 

mandatory) designated for any one starting player (not just pitchers) and 

all subsequent substitutes for that player in the game. A starting defensive 

player cannot be listed as the designated hitter in the starting lineup. A 

designated hitter for said player shall be selected prior to the start of the 

game, and his/her name shall be included on the lineup card presented to the 

official scorer. Failure to declare a designated hitter prior to the game 

precludes the use of the designated  hitter in that game. If a pinch hitter or 

pinch runner for the designated hitter is used, that player becomes the new 

designated hitter. The player who was the designated hitter may re-enter as 

the designated hitter under the re-entry rule. A designated hitter and the 

player for whom he is batting are locked into the batting order. No multiple 

substitutions may be made that will alter the batting rotation. The role of the 

designated hitter is terminated for the remainder of the game when: 

   (a) The defensive player, or any previous defensive player for whom the 

designated hitter batted, subsequently bats, pinch-hits or pinch-runs for the 

designated hitter; or 

   (b) The designated hitter or any previous designated hitter assumes a 

defensive position. 

   6.90 While on offense, each team is limited to one charged conference per 

inning to permit the coach or any of that team’s personnel to confer with the 

base runners, the batter, the on-deck batter, or other offensive team 

personnel. The umpire shall deny any subsequent offensive team requests for 

charged conferences. The intent of this rule is to help eliminate unnecessary 

delays or intentional “stalling tactics.” 

 

——THE PITCHER—— 
 

   8.01 (Regular Season Only) Players on a regular season team may pitch 

in any game during the regular season subject to the following limitations. 

(30/40 HOUR RULE) 

  NOTE: *An innings rule is added. For the purpose of satisfying the 

requirement of Rule 8.90 (Regular Season Only) the throwing of one pitch in 

any inning constitutes having pitched a complete inning.  

   8.90 A pitcher shall not be allowed to pitch in more than eight (8) innings 

in any one calendar week. 

   8.90DB A pitcher shall not throw more than 95 pitches in the same game 
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or on the same day. 

   8.90DM A pitcher shall not throw more than 105 pitches in the same 

game or on the same day. Exception DB/DM: If the pitcher reaches the pitch 

count limit while facing a batter, he may continue to pitch until the batter 

reaches base safely or is put out. 

   8.91 A pitcher is charged with the number of pitches hurled, as well as 

the innings pitched in a specific calendar week, regardless of whether they 

are local league games, the resumption of suspended games, exhibition games, 

or games ruled “no contest” due to being called. A calendar week is from 12:01 

a.m. Monday to 12:00 midnight the following Sunday. 

   8.92 If a game is interrupted for any reason before becoming official, and 

is suspended, the same pitcher may continue when play is resumed, provided 

he is eligible by the rest rule and has not used up his total allotted innings per 

calendar week. League officials should consider the (30/40) hour rest period 

when rescheduling the completion of a suspended game. 

  NOTE: Innings pitched in the suspended and resumed portions of a  

suspended game shall not be added in order to disqualify a player from 

pitching. 

   8.93 Entering the ball game as a pitcher shall constitute having pitched one 

inning. 

   8.94 The intent of Rules 8.90-8.96 is to help prevent arm injuries and to 

eliminate the possibility of a team winning a league championship using only 

one pitcher. These rules will also force a manager to develop other boys’ 

pitching talents. 

   (a) A pitcher after throwing more than 60 pitches in one game or on the 

same day shall have a minimum of forty (40) hours rest before becoming 

eligible to pitch in another game. The rest period begins when pitcher leaves 

the mound. 

   (b) A pitcher after having thrown more than 30 but less than 61 pitches in 

the same game or on the same day shall have a minimum of thirty (30) hours 

rest before becoming eligible to pitch in another game. The rest period shall 

begin when pitcher leaves the mound. 

   8.95 A manager shall be allowed to change pitchers as many times as is 

desired as long as the Substitution Rule (3.03) is not violated. Any pitcher being 

replaced on the mound by another pitcher cannot return to the mound; with the 

exception of the Starting Pitcher, as long as the Starting Pitcher has remained 

in the game as a defensive player.  

   8.96 No game will be forfeited because of the violation of one of the DBB 

or Majors pitching rules because it is the manager’s responsibility to both know 
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the DBB and Majors pitching rules and to ascertain the eligibility of opposing 

pitchers prior to each of his team’s games. If, however, an ineligible pitcher is 

used during the course of a game, he shall, upon discovery, be immediately 

replaced on the mound by an eligible pitcher and all plays occurring while the 

ineligible pitcher was on the mound shall become “official.” The ineligible pitcher 

will further be ineligible from pitching in the team’s next game that he would 

have been eligible to pitch in. The manager will be ineligible to participate in the 

team’s next game. A forfeit shall not be considered to be a game in 

determining the next game that a pitcher would be eligible to pitch in or a 

manager to coach in. The discovery of an ineligible pitcher may be made and 

the aforementioned penalty imposed up to one-half (1/2) hour prior to the 

scheduled time of his team’s next game. 

  NOTE: For the purpose of determining violation of DBB and Majors pitching 

rules, an ineligible pitcher shall violate one of the rules only when he throws a 

pitch to a batter in an inning or performs any defensive act, not when he takes his 

warm-up pitches from the pitching rubber. 

   8.99 The starting pitcher will be credited with a win when he has pitched 

three (3) innings, and his team is in the lead the remainder of the game. 

All other credits remain the same as outlined as official scoring within a 

game. 

 

——THE UMPIRE—— 
 

   9.01(a) The league president shall appoint one or more umpires to officiate 

at each league game. The umpires shall be responsible for the conduct of the 

game in accordance with these official rules and for maintaining discipline and 

order on the playing field during the game. 

   (b) Each umpire is the representative of the league and of DBB and is 

authorized and required to enforce all of these rules. Each umpire has 

authority to order a player, coach, manager, or league officer to do or 

refrain from doing anything which affects the administration of these rules 

and to enforce the prescribed penalties. 

   (c) The umpire has the authority to “disqualify any player, coach, manager 

or substitute for objections to decisions or for unsportsmanlike conduct or  

language, and to eject such disqualified person from the playing field or 

dugout.” 

  NOTE: Some acts will obviously be judgment calls by an umpire; however, 

he should take great care in determining the intent of a player committing one 

of the above acts. An umpire shall call a player out for maliciously running 

into a fielder. An umpire may also call a player out for other unsportsmanlike 
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conduct; and, if such conduct occurs while play is in progress, the disqualification 

shall not take effect until no further action is possible in that play. The intent 

of this rule is to protect those players participating in the DBB PROGRAM 

from injury. An ejection: resulting in a player being removed from the premises, 

requires the disqualified player be accompanied by an adult. 

   (d) After receiving the umpire’s report that a manager, coach, or player has 

been disqualified, the league president shall require such manager, coach, 

or player to explain his conduct. In the case of a player, the manager shall 

appear with the player as an advisor. The local league shall impose such penalty 

as they feel is justified. 

   9.90 The umpire shall share in the responsibility, along with opposing 

coaches, DBB Officials, and the official scorer, of identifying illegal substitutions 

(as outlined in Rule 3.03 of this book) and preventing their occurrence. 

 

It is a policy of DBB/Majors Baseball that all official games require umpires to be 

registered with the organization for the current season, including local league 

play. 

 

DBB Code of Conduct for Players, Parents, Spectators and Coaches 

 

DBB, Inc. reserves the right to impose penalties, including, without 

limitation, game suspensions, dismissal, suspension, or revocation of 

a franchise for serious or repeated violation of the Code of Conduct 

or other conduct deemed to be harmful to the organization. 

 

Visit our website at: www.dbbusa.org to view the document. 
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Rules and Regulations for Tournament Play are governed by the current year’s 

playing rules of the National Federation of High Schools and the Rules and 

Regulations of DBB, Inc. Tournament play can be conducted using single 

elimination, double elimination, round robin, or pool play. Pitching rules for 

each level of play are to be enforced as found in the DBB, Inc. Tournament 

rules, with no exceptions. 
 

The Tournament Director and the Umpire-in-Chief shall review the 

tournament rules with all Managers (preferably at the Pre-Tournament 

Credential Check) to ensure the meaning and/or intent of each rule listed 

herein. If for any reason any rule is added, deleted, or changed by the 

Commissioner of DBB and not included in this book, the Tournament Director 

will obtain and distribute copies of said rules to all managers before the 

tournament begins. 
 

——TEAMS—— 
TOURNAMENT RULES 

 
   0.21DB Boys and Junior Boys tournament rosters may include up to fifteen (15) 

players of eligible league age. After the tournament begins, a player may be 

replaced for a legitimate reason only. The team’s league president must send a 

letter for approval showing why the player was replaced, to the State Director 

with a copy to the District Director. A copy of this letter must accompany the 

team’s credentials throughout tournament play. Only fifteen (15) players, and 

four (4) coaches, shall be permitted on the field or bench. Only two (2) coaches 

shall be allowed on the playing field at any time during the game. (Under this rule 

no mascots or animals will be permitted on the field or bench.) 

   0.21DM Majors, Pre-Majors, and 15U Division tournament rosters may 

include up to eighteen (18) players of eligible league age. After the tournament 

begins, a player may be replaced for a legitimate reason only. The team’s league 

president must send a letter for approval showing why the player was replaced, 

to the State Director with a copy to the District Director. A copy of this letter 

must accompany the team’s credentials throughout play. Only eighteen (18) 

players, and four (4) coaches, shall be permitted on the field or bench. Only two 

(2) coaches shall be allowed on the playing field at any time during the game. 

(Under this rule no mascots or animals will be permitted on the field or bench.) 

TOURNAMENT RULES 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
State Director: 

KeITH PoweLL 

Assistant State Directors: 

DON BAUDOUIN 

Life Members & 

State Life Members: 

CeCIL CAMPBeLL, DICK PRIMeAUx, 

DAN TOUCHeT 

—Elected & Appointed— 

Secretary/Treasurer: 

RALPH THIeLs 

Assistant State Director & 

Hall of Fame 2015: 

JeRRY JUNeAU 

State Life Member & 

Hall of Fame 2017: 

DR. MeLVIN ALLeN 

Hall of Fame 2021: 

DAVe McQUeeN 

LA Boys State UIC: 

CARLese ARMsTRONG, 

JAMes THOMAs (ReTIRed) 

STATe LIFe MeMBeR 

District Directors: 

DAVID BRAsHeR, JAMes C. THOMAs, 

JOeL TAYLOR, ROBeRT KYLe, 

ALFRed RACHAL, ROBeRT LedOUx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
15U, JUNIOR BOYS, BOYS, 

PRE MAJORS & MAJORS WORLD SERIES 
LAURIE PARKER - STATE DIRECTOR 

WANDA BERRY - ASSISTANT STATE DIRECTOR 
CARLESE ARMSTRONG - STATE UMPIRE-IN-CHIEF 

LARRY CARDARONELLA - REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

MICHAEL STREAMS - REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

Good Luck to All Participants! 

 



 

 

 

WWW.DBBUSA.ORG 
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   0.22 At each league’s option, tournament teams entering the 13/14 -year-old 

tournaments may be composed of whatever combination of eligible league aged 

players as the league desires. 

   0.23 Any player chosen for a tournament team may only participate on that 

team and will not be eligible for participation on any other tournament team with 

the exception of 15U baseball. Under no circumstances can a player be listed on 

more than one Junior Boys, Boys, Pre-Majors, or Majors tournament team 

during the same year. A player is allowed to play with a second tournament 

team if one of those teams is 15U. 

   0.24 Each league president shall certify the dates of birth of players by birth 

certificates presented to him upon the player’s selection to the tournament team. 

Each league president shall provide an affidavit as to the eligibility of the players on 

the tournament team representing his league. The name of the player shall be listed 

on the “Eligibility Affidavit” exactly as it is shown on the birth record used.  

(Example: John William Jones not Johnny Jones). 

   A copy of the tournament team affidavit shall be mailed to the Commissioner's 

mailing address immediately following approval by the Credentials Committee. 

Other copies must be sent to the District Director and State Director at the 

same time. Another certified copy shall be provided to the manager of the 

tournament team by the local league president. Once this “Eligibility Affidavit” has 

been placed on file in the Headquarters of DBB no change can be made on the 

tournament team roster for any reason whatsoever except as stated in 0.21DB/ 

DM. 

   0.25 Tournament team managers shall have for each player proper birth 

records as defined in their rules. Required records shall be presented to a 

credentials committee, appointed by the Tournament Director, before each 

tournament begins or upon request of an opposing team manager or league 

official to verify information on the “Eligibility Affidavit.” These certificates must 

be available for examination before each district or state tournament and are 

in addition to the “Eligibility Affidavit” copy filed with the headquarters of 

DBB. Any protest involving player eligibility should be made at the Credentials 

meeting or immediately upon discovery of same. 

 

——SELECTION OF PLAYERS AND COACHES—— 
TOURNAMENT RULES 

 
   0.45 All players on the tournament team roster will be selected in whatever 

manner the league chooses, however, each player selected shall have played in 

at least one-half (1/2) of a team’s games. Upon written request from a 

league, State Director may lower this requirement to participation in one-third 
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(1/3) of a team’s games for a player or players who are engaged in a state 

high school baseball tournament until scholastic competition is completed, or if 

a player or players are injured or sick. A doctor’s certificate and notarized 

statement of condition must accompany written request. 

   0.46 Tournament team players who will appear in tournament competition 

should be announced at the conclusion of the regular season. 

   0.47 (For future use) 

   0.48 Host teams shall not participate in any tournament in any level of 

tournament play below that in which they act as host. As a matter of 

interpretation, however, a host is not a host until selected. 

   0.49 Only managers, assistant managers, or coaches during the regular league 

season shall be eligible to manage or coach a tournament team, and they shall be 

registered on their regular season team player rosters as filed with the District 

and State Directors. The State Director shall be empowered to grant 

exceptions to this rule. 

   0.50 Failure of any franchised team to Host or advance in tournament play, 

after entering tournament play and/or securing the right to Host or advance could 

result in revocation of franchise rights and/or payment to reimburse any expenses 

incurred as the result of the leagues failure to adhere to this rule. 

——OBJECTIVES OF THE GAME—— 
TOURNAMENT RULES 

 
   1.04 Only regulation Boys and Majors playing fields as described in the 

“Official Playing Rules” for Boys and Majors Baseball will be considered as sites 

for tournament competition. The only exception to this rule is in tournament 

competition where leagues, by mutual agreement, decide upon a playing field 

in order to reduce travel problems. In any such case approval must be given by 

the Tournament Director or his representative. 

   1.09(a) Baseballs used in tournament competition shall meet all 

specifications listed in the “Official Baseball Rules” and bear the 

signature of the Commissioner. 

   1.09(b) The BSN-MACGREGOR #78 is the “Official DBB 

Tournament Baseball” and must be used for all levels of tournament 

competition. Baseballs used in tournament competition shall meet all 

specifications listed in the “Official Baseball Rules” and bear the signature of 

the Commissioner. Tournament play is defined as a sub-district, zone, region, 

district, state, or World Series competition.
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   1.11 It is mandatory that all players participating in tournament play be 

attired in matching baseball uniforms composed of shirts with numbers, pants, 

cap, socks, and baseball shoes. Managers and coaches must wear apparel in 

accordance with the rules. See the requirements below. It is permissible for a 

coach to wear a coaching shell as long as the matching jersey is underneath 

the shell. (Coaches may wear “Approved Coaching Shoes). All uniforms 

(players, coaches, and managers) shall have the DBB emblem permanently 

attached on the left arm of their shirt. Note: Embroidered or Digitized 

(Usage Rights) emblem patches are permissible and must be purchased from 

the DBB online store at www.dbbusa.org. Proof of Emblem Patch Orders 

from the DBB Online Store will be verified for Tournament Play. Any player or 

manager who fails to comply with this rule shall not be allowed to participate 

in a tournament game either on the playing field or from the dugout. 

   1.11DB and 15U Managers and coaches in Jr. Boys, Boys and 15U may opt 

to wear khaki shorts (knee-length) or long pants and must wear a matching 

jersey with or without a number. Apparel for manager and all coaches must 

match. Cargo shorts are not allowed. A manager or coach in violation 

of the apparel rule will be restricted to the dugout for the duration 

of the game. 

   1.11DM Managers and coaches in Pre-Majors and Majors divisions must 

wear a complete baseball uniform to include a matching jersey with or 

without a number. 

   1.11(a) Junior Boys, Boys, 15U Division, Pre-Majors and Majors players will 

be allowed to wear baseball shoes with metal cleats. 

   1.16DB It is mandatory that batters and base runners wear helmets that 

carry the NOCSAE Stamp of Approval. Use of a facial protection device is 

optional for both local league and tournament play. If a facial protection device 

is used it must provide full face coverage which will include, but not be limited 

to, protection for the eyes, nose, mouth, teeth, jaws, cheekbones, forehead, 

and temple area. The unit should be able to stand up to an impact of up to 

100 mph. 

   1.16DM It is mandatory that batters and base runners wear helmets that 

carry the NOCSAE Stamp of Approval. 

 

——STARTING AND ENDING THE GAME—— 
TOURNAMENT RULES 

 
   4.10 All tournament games shall be seven (7) innings duration except:  

   (1) In case of a tie score at the end of seven innings, the game shall continue 
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into extra innings until the game is decided. Beginning with the eighth 

inning, each extra inning begins with a runner on second. The batter, 

or substitute, who leads off the inning will be the next batter in the 

lineup. 

   (2) The following run rules will apply for all levels of tournament play. 

    (a) TWELVE RUN RULE If a team is leading its opponent by at least twelve 

(12) runs after three (3) innings have been played, or two and one-half (2-1/2) 

innings if the home team is ahead by at least twelve (12) runs the game shall be 

terminated and the team in front declared the winner.  

    (b) TEN RUN RULE If a team is leading its opponent by at least ten (10) runs 

after four (4) innings have been played, or three and one-half (3-1/2) innings if 

the home team is ahead by at least ten (10) runs the game shall be 

terminated and the team in front declared the winner. 

    (c) EIGHT RUN RULE If a team is leading its opponent by at least eight (8) 

runs after five (5) innings have been played, or four and one-half (4-1/2) innings 

if the home team is ahead by at least eight (8) runs the game shall be 

terminated and the team in front declared the winner.  

   (3) In the event a game is suspended before seven (7) innings have been 

completed, due to rain, protest, or any other reason, it must be resumed from 

the point of termination when the game is rescheduled. In completing 

suspended games, play shall be resumed with the same lineup, as nearly as 

possible. Innings pitched in suspended games are charged against the 

pitcher’s tournament innings allowance. In completing the game, all pitching 

limitations must be complied with. (See Tournament Pitching Rule 8.92 for 

further discussion.) 

   (4) Should any tournament be forced to end due to conditions beyond the 

control of the Tournament Director, a winner will be determined as follows: 

    (a) Head to head competition. 

    (b) By won/loss percentage. 

    (c) A tiebreaker, if (a) or (b) does not determine a winner; then by the 

fewest runs allowed per game. 

    (d) Another tiebreaker is the most runs scored per game (total for all games 

played). 

    (e) Last tiebreaker is a flip of the coin between teams remaining. 

   4.17 A game shall be forfeited to the opposing team in tournament play 

when a team is unable or refuses to place nine players on the field. In the event 

a manager has used all of his eligible players (substitutions), and a player is injured, 

becomes ill, and cannot continue or ejected or removed from the game by an 

umpire, the opposing coach shall select a player from the bench as long as 

players are available to participate. 
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   4.19 The Tournament Director or his representative shall appoint a protest 

committee of three members for each tournament game; protest committee 

appointments shall be made prior to the start of each day’s play. He should 

ensure that the members of each protest committee shall be in attendance at 

the game, knowledgeable of baseball rules and impartial to either team playing 

in the game. No parents of any boy participating in the game or individuals 

directly affiliated with either team (such as league officer or coach of a team in 

the league of one of the two competing teams) shall be allowed to be a 

member of the protest committee. If a situation arises where impartial 

persons are not available, a Tournament Director may appoint one individual 

affiliated with each participating team to form a protest committee. When a 

manager claims that umpire’s decision or any other tournament condition is in 

violation of the rules, he shall notify the umpire that the game is being 

protested. In this case the umpire must in turn notify the opposing manager 

and scorekeeper. The protest committee shall at once call a conference of all 

members, umpires and opposing managers. The committee shall render a 

majority decision before play is ordered resumed, based on information received 

from the umpires, managers and the committee’s own observation of the play 

or situation in question. The decision shall be final. In case of a protest arising 

from a game-ending play, the protest must be lodged immediately. Any DBB 

Director who, while a member of a protest committee at a tournament 

game, violates the provisions of the rule or renders a decision on a protest 

which is in “DIRECT CONFLICT” with the “Tournament Rules” or “Official 

Playing Rules” for DBB, may be relieved of his duties as Director of DBB. 

   4.20 All protests based on ineligibility of a player should be filled with the 

Tournament Director at the Credentials Committee Meeting or upon discovery 

of same. Upon discovery the Tournament Director has the authority at any time 

to remove an ineligible player. All actions occurring up to the point of discovery 

will be deemed legal. If, in the opinion of the Tournament Director, there is any 

willful violation of eligibility rules, and for good cause shown, the Tournament 

Director will disqualify the team from further tournament play. 

——THE PITCHER—— 
TOURNAMENT RULES 

 
   8.01 (Tournament Play Only.) The following pitching rules apply to tournament 

play only. (30/40 HOUR RULE) 

   8.90DB All players on the tournament team are eligible to pitch subject to pitch 

count limitations. A pitcher shall not throw more than 95 pitches in the same game 

or on the same day. 

   8.90DM and 15U All players on the tournament team are eligible to pitch 
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subject to pitch count limitations. A pitcher shall not throw more than 105 

pitches in the same game or on the same day. 

Exception DB/DM: If the pitcher reaches the pitch count limit while facing a 

batter, he may continue to pitch until the batter reaches base safely or is put out. 

   8.91 Pitches thrown in one tournament will affect the status of a pitcher in a 

succeeding tournament only if proper time (30/40 hours) has not elapsed. 

Specifically, if a pitcher hurls in excess of the pitch limitations, he must have 

either (30/40) hours of rest before he is eligible to pitch again, even if the next 

game is another tournament. 

   8.92 If a tournament game is interrupted for any reason before becoming official, 

and is suspended, the same pitcher may continue when play is resumed. Not to 

conflict with the number of pitches thrown in the same game or on the same day. 

A suspended game must be concluded before the next scheduled 

tournament game; therefore, all pitching rules will remain the same as any 

other scheduled tournament game. 

   8.93 Names of each pitcher actually appearing in the games shall be placed on 

the back of the manager’s copy of the Tournament Eligibility Affidavit along with the 

number of innings pitched and pitches thrown during his time on the mound. This 

record shall be signed by one of the following: the official scorer, the tournament 

director, or his representative. 

   8.94 PITCH COUNT RESTRICTIONS - (30/40 Hour Rest Rules) 

   (a) A pitcher after having thrown more than 45 pitches but less than 76 pitches 

in the same game shall have a minimum of thirty (30) hours rest before 

becoming eligible to pitch in another game. A pitcher having thrown in excess of 

75 pitches in a game is subject to a forty (40) hours rest period. The rest period 

begins when the pitcher leaves the mound. 

   (b) A pitcher may pitch in two games on the same day provided he throws 

less than 46 pitches in the first game and does not throw more than total pitches 

as allowed (8.90). A pitcher who throws more than 45 pitches, but less than 

76 pitches is subject to a 30-hour rest rule. A pitcher after having thrown more 

than 45 pitches in the same game or a cumulative total that exceeds 45 pitches 

on the same day shall be governed by the rest rule. 

   (c) A pitcher after having pitched two consecutive days must have one day of 

complete rest even if he were to remain eligible under any other section of the 

tournament pitching rules. 

   8.95 A manager shall be allowed to change pitchers in tournament play as many 

times as is desired as long as the Substitution Rule (3.03 in Tournament 

Rules) is not violated. Any pitcher being replaced on the mound by another pitcher 

cannot return to the mound; with the exception of the Starting Pitcher, as long as 

the Starting Pitcher has remained in the game as a defensive player. 
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   8.96 No game will be forfeited because of the violation of one of the DBB 

pitching rules because it is the manager’s responsibility to both know the DBB 

pitching rules and to ascertain the eligibility of opposing pitchers prior to each of 

his team’s games. If, however, an ineligible pitcher is used during the course of a 

game, he shall, upon discovery, be immediately replaced on the mound by an 

eligible pitcher and all plays occurring while the ineligible pitcher was on the 

mound shall become “official.” The ineligible pitcher will further be ineligible from 

pitching in the team’s next game that he would have been eligible to pitch in. The 

manager will be ineligible to participate in the team’s next game. A bye or forfeit 

shall not be considered to be a game in determining the next game that a 

pitcher would have been eligible to pitch in or a manager to coach in. The 

discovery of an ineligible pitcher may be made and the aforementioned penalty 

imposed up to one-half (1/2) hour prior to the scheduled time of his team’s 

next game. 

  NOTE: For the purpose of determining violation of DBB pitching rules, an 

ineligible pitcher shall violate one of the rules only when he throws a pitch to a 

batter in an inning or performs any defensive act, not when he takes his warm-up 

pitches from the pitching rubber. 

 

——LEAGUE ELIGIBILITY—— 

TOURNAMENT RULES 
   11.10 To be eligible for tournament competition, a league must have: 

    (1) Filed the franchise application form, paid the team fee, and met all 

other membership regulations as set forth in the “Rules and Regulations” 

for DBB Leagues. 

    (2) Filed the tournament affidavit form to the credentials committee and 

Commissioner’s office. 

    (3) Documentary evidence of insurance, preferably in the form of a certificate 

of insurance, must be carried to all tournament games in the event a team 

member needs medical attention. Specific insurance requirements are as follows: 

Tournament Host and Team Insurance for Sanctioned Tournaments - all teams 

participating in sanctioned DBB tournaments must provide evidence of the 

following insurance coverage: 

    (1) Excess Accident - The tournament host and each tournament team must 

be covered by an Excess Accident policy with a Medical Limit of at least 

$50,000. For the tournament host, coverage must be provided for all 

umpires, scorekeepers, employees, and volunteers. It is not acceptable for a 

parent to provide individual evidence for his or her child playing on a team.  

    (2) General Liability - The tournament host and each tournament team 

must be covered by a General Liability policy with an “each occurrence” limit 
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of at least $1,000,000 combined single limits for “bodily injury” and “property 

damage.” Such policy may not provide “claims made” coverage and may not 

have an exclusion for lawsuits arising out of injuries to athletic participants. 

    (3) If the tournament host or team does not purchase its General 

Liability Insurance through the approved DBB insurance program (see rule 

book advertisement), it is required that the team’s General Liability policy 

name DBB as an “additional insured.” 

    (4) A medical release form for each player bearing the signature of the 

player’s parent or legal guardian, shall be carried to all tournament games. 

 

——TEAM ELIGIBILITY—— 
TOURNAMENT RULES 

 
   12.10 At each league’s option, tournament teams may be composed as follows: 

    (1) Junior Boys - 13/14-year-old tournament teams pitching from 54’ and 

base paths located at 80’ - can consist of any combination of league age 13 and 

14-year-olds. 

    (2) Boys - 13/14-year-old tournament teams pitching from 60’6” and base 

paths located at 90’ - can consist of any combination of league age 13 and 

14-year-olds. 

    (3) 15U Division - Entirely of league age 15-year-old or any combination of 

15, 14, and 13-year-old players. 

    (4) Pre-Majors - Entirely of league age 17-year-old or any combination of 15, 

16, and 17-year-old players. 

    (5) Majors - Entirely of league age 19-year-old players or any combination of 

15, 16, 17, 18, and 19-year-old players. 

   12.11DB Only 15 players, one manager, and three coaches will be permitted 

on the field or bench. 

   12.11DM Only 18 players, one manager, and three coaches will be permitted  

on the field or bench. 
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——LEAGUE PLAYERS—— 

TOURNAMENT RULES 

 
   13.10 Tournament players must: 

    (1) Be of proper age, as stated in these rules. 

    (2) Reside within the boundaries of the league represented by the 

tournament team, unless exempt by the rules. 

    (3) All DBB players may participate in other amateur baseball programs, 

subject to local league approval. It is important that dual participation will not 

in any way interfere with a player’s responsibility to DBB. No player, under 

any circumstances, shall be permitted to play on another amateur team during 

DBB tournament play. A player is allowed to play with another amateur team 

between DBB tournaments, should their all-star team advance. 

Clarification of Commissioner: A team is considered as being actively 

involved in DBB tournament play at the time of the first pitch of the 

tournament of which the team is entered (i.e., district, regional, zone, state, 

World Series). Prior to any player or team participating in any play outside of 

DBB., it is advisable to first consult with the appropriate DBB State Director. 

Failure to adhere to the rule will result in a player or a team being declared 

ineligible for further tournament participation. 

    (4) Comply with the rules and regulations of league and tournament play. 

 

——JURISDICTION—— 
TOURNAMENT RULES 

 
   14.10 Tournament Jurisdiction 

     (1) All sub-district and district tournaments shall be under the jurisdiction 

of the District Director. Tournament Directors may be appointed by the 

District Directors; however, they remain under the jurisdiction of the District 

Director. District Director has the authority for conducting all aspects of 

tournament play, including the discipline of players, coaches, and managers 

for unsportsmanlike conduct. 

    (2) All zone, region, state tournaments shall be under the jurisdiction of 

the State Director. Tournament directors may be appointed by the State 

Director; however, they remain under the jurisdiction of the State Director. 

State Director has the authority for conducting all aspects of tournament play, 

including the discipline of players, coaches, and managers for unsportsmanlike 

conduct. An ejection; resulting in a player being removed from the premises, 
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requires the disqualified player be accompanied by an adult. 

  NOTE: Special regulations are established for World Series competition. Such 

regulations are issued through Special Bulletins prior to state tournament com- 

petition. 

   15.00 All artificial noisemakers (manufactured or homemade) shall be banned 

at all tournament games. 

 

For Field Specification Information and/or Diagrams, please contact the 

Commissioner’s Office as found in the Directory or DBB Website. 
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In 2018, Congress enacted a new Federal law (Public Law 115-126) which establishes 
a nationwide standard “duty to report” suspected child abuse. The “Protecting Young 
Victims from Sexual Abuse and Safe Sport Authorization Act of 2017” (“Safe Sport 
Act”) mandates that all amateur sports organizations, which participate in an interstate 
or international amateur athletic competition and whose membership includes any adult 
who is in regular contact with an amateur athlete who is a minor must report suspect- 
ed child abuse, including sexual abuse, within 24 hours to law enforcement. 

The Safe Sport Act subjects all DBB franchised leagues to the provisions of this 
federal law because each league has adults working with youth who are in  
repetitive contact with minor athletes. 
  (a) Child abuse/molestation can take many forms including verbal abuse, physical 
abuse, emotional abuse, and sexual abuse. Any form of child abuse/molestation is 
contemptable and goes against the policies and mission of DBB. 
  (b) DBB is committed to addressing concerns over child abuse/molestation by 
informing and educating its affiliated leagues on this risk by providing the DBB Child 
Protection Plan (a child abuse/molestation risk management plan) for adoption 
by all DBB leagues. This plan may significantly lessen but not totally eliminate the 
chance of an occurrence. Failure to implement the DBB Child Protection Plan or 
a similar comprehensive plan may expose leagues and its officials, volunteers, 
and other representatives to significant legal liability. 
  (c) DBB requires that all franchised leagues adopt and implement the DBB Child 
Protection Plan or a similar comprehensive child abuse/molestation risk management plan. 
The league may download the DBB Child Protection Plan from the DBB website at www. 
dbbusa.org for adoption by the league or its’ sponsoring organization. 
  (d) DBB has no operational control over league security including the 
selection of volunteers associated with independent leagues which affiliate with its 
program. Therefore, it is the sole responsibility of the independent leagues to act 
by adopting and implementing the DBB Child Protection Plan or a similar 
comprehensive child abuse/molestation risk management plan. 
  (e) Any plan adopted by a league and/or its sponsoring organization must include 
a provision for conducting criminal background checks which searches the 
National Criminal Database and the National Sex Offender Registry in all 50 
states (not limited to just sexual offender records) from state and county 
databases on all managers, coaches and other authorized adult participants in the 
league who have repetitive access to and close contact with minor athletes. 
  (f) Due to the fact DBB has no operational control over league security including 
the selection of local league volunteers, each franchised league shall be required 
to indemnify and hold harmless DBB against all legal actions based on child abuse/ 
molestation allegations arising from any team, league, tournament, or other 
activities of such league. 

(A Child abuse/molestation risk management plan.) 
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LEAGUE AGE 13  LEAGUE AGE 14  

April 2013 October 2012 April 2012 October 2011 
March 2013 September 2012 March 2012 September 2011 
February 2013 August 2012 February 2012 August 2011 
January 2013  July 2012 January 2012  July 2011 
December 2012 June 2012 December 2011 June 2011 

November 2012 May 2012 November 2011 May 2011 

LEAGUE AGE 15 
 

LEAGUE AGE 16 
 

April 2011 October 2010 April 2010 October 2009 
March 2011 September 2010 March 2010 September 2009 
February 2011 August 2010 February 2010 August 2009 
January 2011  July 2010 January 2010  July 2009 
December 2010 June 2010 December 2009 June 2009 

November 2010 May 2010 November 2009 May 2009 

LEAGUE AGE 17 
 

LEAGUE AGE 18 
 

April 2009 October 2008 April 2006 October 2007 
March 2009 September 2008 March 2006 September 2007 
February 2009 August 2008 February 2006 August 2007 
January 2009  July 2008 January 2006  July 2007 
December 2008 June 2008 December 2005 June 2007 

November 2008 May 2008 November 2005 May 2007 

LEAGUE AGE 19 
April 2007 February 

 
2007 

  

March 2007 January 2007   

 
ADDED MONTHS FOR 2026 PARTICIPATION 
December 2006 September 2006 
November 2006 August 2006  
October 2006 
 

    
(Cutoff date of April 30th) 
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LEAGUE AGE 13  LEAGUE AGE 14  

April 2014 October 2013 April 2013 October 2012 
March 2014 September 2013 March 2013 September 2012 
February 2014 August 2013 February 2013 August 2012 
January 2014  July 2013 January 2013  July 2012 
December 2013 June 2013 December 2012 June 2012 

November 2013 May 2013 November 2012 May 2012 

LEAGUE AGE 15 
 

LEAGUE AGE 16 
 

April 2012 October 2011 April 2011 October 2010 
March 2012 September 2011 March 2011 September 2010 
February 2012 August 2011 February 2011 August 2010 
January 2012  July 2011 January 2011  July 2010 
December 2011 June 2011 December 2010 June 2010 

November 2011 May 2011 November 2010 May 2010 

LEAGUE AGE 17 
 

LEAGUE AGE 18 
 

April 2010 October 2009 April 2009 October 2008 
March 2010 September 2009 March 2009 September 2008 
February 2010 August 2009 February 2009 August 2008 
January 2010  July 2009 January 2009  July 2008 
December 2009 June 2009 December 2008 June 2008 

November 2009 May 2009 November 2008 May 2008 

LEAGUE AGE 19 
April 2008 February 

 
2008 

  

March 2008 January 2008   

 
ADDED MONTHS FOR 2027 PARTICIPATION 
December 2007 September 2007 
November 2007 August 2007 
October 2007 

 

    
(Cutoff date of April 30th) 
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The National Umpire Program can be contacted for more details: 

Billy Herrin, National Umpire Coordinator  
232 Horton Gap Road  

Attalla, AL 35954 
E-Mail: herrin@yahoo.com   

C: (256) 295-8030    

 

The National Umpire certification program created in 1995 has greatly 

improved the overall quality of umpiring. National Federation of High 

School playing rules are used in most instances with a few exceptions as 

found in the DBB Rule Book. Umpires are tested on knowledge of the 

game and based on experience and the recommendation of DBB officials, 

a good number that start with local programs advance to various levels of 

tournament play. The primary emphasis of any umpire program should be 

to provide quality umpiring at the local level. Umpires also have the unique 

opportunity to showcase skills at district, state, and World Series 

tournaments. 

 
Becoming an umpire in a DBB program is really simple. Contact should 

be made with an umpire association or the league in the local area. Each 

local league has complete autonomy in choosing officials that will work 

their program. DBB supports the local program by providing a District 

and State Umpire-in-Chief. The Umpire-in-Chief conducts clinics, provides 

certification materials and administers the state program. Successful 

completion of the certification programs allows an umpire to become 

registered with DBB. 

 
Anyone interested in further information regarding the umpire program 

can contact a State Umpire-in-Chief. A current listing of representatives 

from each state are found at the DBB website at www.dbbusa.org. 

 

DBB NATIONAL 
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Tournament Team Franchise Form Available at www.dbbusa.org 

 

A growing number of community-based local leagues are playing other 

local leagues through an interlocking schedule to make a league viable and 

more enjoyable. Each local league/community must franchise separately 

before participating within an interlocking league. DBB remains fully com- 

mitted to ensuring all youth have opportunities to take part in league play! 

 
Recognizing that some of the smaller leagues are at a competitive 

disadvantage, DBB has developed a policy that further accommodates 

leagues that participate in the program through interlocking schedules. A 

separate tournament team could be formed from all players that 

participated in a current year through an interlocking league. 

Furthermore, (based on established criteria) a boundary as defined by: 

(district, county, parish, school, region, etc.) will have added tournament 

privileges. Players located within a defined boundary as established by the 

State Director (district, parish, etc.) would be eligible to play together on a 

single tournament team. The added tournament participation clause 

compliments the local league structure by allowing more youth the 

opportunity to compete in tournament play. Local leagues will retain their 

rights to their tournament privileges (two events per division) with no 

changes! 

 
A “Tournament Team Franchise” designation requirement includes 

filing an application form with the DBB National Office. Upon approval 

of the State Director and the Commissioner, the national office issues a 

tournament franchise number. The absolute deadline to apply for a 

tournament team franchise is June 15th. Tournament teams must also 

submit a non-refundable franchise fee of $300. All franchised tournament 

teams must adhere to the requirements as found in the tournament rules as 

well as the policies of DBB. 

 

Contact your State Director for further details! 

TOURNAMENT TEAM OPPORTUNITY 
AVAILABLE IN 2026-2027 
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DBB ALUMNI PROGRAM 

 
The DBB Alumni program was created to identify those 

that have provided a substantial commitment of time and 

resources to the organization. Alumni, through their 

generous financial donations, help support the continuation 

of a very successful scholarship program and many other 

worthwhile endeavors. Equally important, the alumni 

members provide an additional support structure and voice 

for DBB. 

 

The Alumni Program is open to anyone that has a desire 

to further the mission of the organization. Former 

players, coaches, league officials, parents, sponsors, and other 

program supporters are encouraged to become involved. 

The $25.00 membership fee is tax-deductible as part of the 

organization’s 501c-3 status. Additional contributions are 

also accepted to help fund the DBB National Scholarship pro- 

gram. Membership applications can be obtained by 

visiting the website at www.dbbusa.org. 
 

 
Completed applications, fees and other 

contributions should be mailed to: 

Commissioner’s Office, PO Box 604, Dequincy, Louisiana 70633.                  
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